RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

superfluous. Today, if need be, Soviet airplanes with bases in Turkestan
can bombard the -whole of India, and British planes from southern Iran
can bomb the whole of Turkestan. The occupation of Iranian territories, of
such or other provinces has no meaning whatsoever. . . .

With regard to oil concessions Iran refused them, because it was not
advantageous to the state to enter into long-term engagements during the
war. After the war the Soviets will have a priority in obtaining a conces-
sion. . . .

Teheran is a free city, but we see here many Soviet policemen and sol-
diers who interfere in our affairs, stop our citizens and do whatever they
please. No one among us has the right to protest. . . . The Tudeh party
acts against the government, the Majlis, and the Iranian nation. For four
years the government has been silent, and therefore, I must speak about all
this. . . .

It was during this period of mutual suspicion that the oil question came
up. Initially negotiations seemed to promise a successful solution, but the
tone of the Soviet press and of the Tudeh papers as well as the demon-
strations of 5th Aban nullified all efforts. . . .

I do not put blame on Kavtaradze himself who, it is said, is a good man.
It is the Tudeh and the official circles of the Soviet Embassy in Teheran
who induced the Soviet press to assume such a hostile attitude. Neverthe-
less, there is no doubt that Kavtaradze's speech before his departure from
Iran violates all principles of international intercourse. The Commissar
does not possess the right to break off relations with the Iranian govern-
ment. This is the right of the Soviet government. Our opinion concerning
the Soviet Embassy here does not extend to the Soviet government which is
certainly badly informed about the situation. . . .

The Soviets are upset because it seems to them strange that a small na-
tion dares to refuse something to a Big Power. Iran was a bridge of victory
for the Allies. Soviet authorities in Iran not only evidenced hostility through
their own and the Iranian press, thereby offending the nation, the parlia-
ment and the government, but also on Aban 5th they brought demonstrators
in their own trucks protected by Soviet machine guns. In Tabriz and in
other cities the same thing happened, and those Iranian officers and soldiers
who resisted were disarmed and jailed. All this indicates that Iran has lost
its independence. Even our official telegrams to our missions abroad have
not been exempted. . . .

If our allies will continue to act in this manner, then we must have
a government able to protest these infringements. As long as foreign troops
are stationed in Iran, our government will always be frightened. The fear
of the Soviets in Teheran may possibly compel the government to transfer
to another city. Our government is powerless in the face of censorship
and Soviet activities. The Soviet Consul in Tabriz expels our citizens from
their domiciles, and our protests are ineffective. We can expect similar ex-
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